
 

Mathelpers 

Add and Subtract Fractions 
 

 

 
To add and subtract unlike fractions, first change them to equivalent 
fractions with the same denominator. 
 

Find the sum of 1 3

4 5
  

 
STEP 1: Find the LCD: Least Common Denominator. The LCD of 4 and 5 
is 20.  
 

So, the LCD of
 4

1 and 
5

3  is 20
 

 
STEP 2: Multiply to write equivalent fraction using the LCD      

   

1 1 5

4 5 20

3 4 12

5 4 20

 

 

 

 
STEP 3: Add the numerators. Write the sum over the denominator. 
 

Re        
min    

5 12 17
  

20 20 20
member to keep the

deno ator the same

   

 
STEP 4: Write the answer as a fraction in simplest form or as a mixed 
number if the numerator is greater than the denominator 
 
 
Follow the same steps to subtract unlike fractions. 
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Examples: 
 
A- Find the sum or difference.  
 
 

1) 4 3

5 8
  

4 3
            (5,8) 40

5 8

4 8 3 5
          

5 8 8 5

32 15

40 40

32 15

40

47
         47 40 1     7

40

7
1           

40

LCD

r

 

 
 

 

 




  



 

 

  

2) 12 5

5 7
  

12 5
            (5,7) 35

5 7

12 7 5 5
          

5 7 7 5

84 25

35 35

84 25
 

35

59
            59 35 1     24

35

24
1       

35

LCD

r

 

 
 

 

 




  


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