
 
Mathelpers 

Understand Place Value 
 
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 are digit 
You know the meaning of a digit by its place in a number. 
 

Numbers, such as 57, have two digits. Each digit is a different place value.  

The left digit is the tens' place. It tells you that there are 5 tens.  

The last or right digit is the ones' place which is 7 in this example. Therefore, 
there are 5 sets of 10, plus 7 ones in the number. 
 

57 
 

Tens Ones 
5 7 

 
5 tens       7 ones 

 
Examples 
A) Write how many tens and ones. Then write the number. 
 
1)  
 

 10                    10                 10                    10 

                
 
 

4     tens    3     ones =     43     pencils 
 
2)  
 

              
 
                               5     tens    1     ones =    51     pencils 
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