
 

Mathelpers 
Algebra: Missing Addends 
 
What is the missing addend?  6 +? = 13 
 
You can either use addition or subtraction to find the missing addend. 
 
Use addition 
 

    

    

    

    

 
6 +       7     = 13 
 
So the missing addend is 7 
 
Use subtraction 
 
Use a related subtraction fact 
 

    

    

    

    
 

13 – 6 =     7            

So the missing addend is 7 
 
Examples: 
Use addition and a related fact to find the missing addend.  
 
1) 6 + ? = 14 
     
6 +    8    = 14 
     
14 – 6 =    8__ 
    
 The missing addend is     8__ 

2) 9 + ? = 16 
     
9 +    7    = 16 
    
16  –  9 =    7__ 
     
The missing addend is     7__ 
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Start with 6, how many do you 
add to have 13? 

Start with 13, Take away 6. How 
many are left? 
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Mathelpers 
Algebra: Missing Addends 
 
My Real Life 
 

 

A) Rana has 8 pens. She buys 3 more pens. How many pens 
does she have now?  

 
 

8     +      3     =    11    pens 
 

 
B) Faysal has 18 balloons. He gives 8 balloons to his friend. 
How many balloons does Faysal have now?  

 
18     -       8     =    10    balloons 
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